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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 QUEBEC 00297 241603Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 /050W 

096794 250447Z/14 

R 241525Z AUG 78 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1442 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE QUEBEC 0297 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP, PEPR, FR, CA 

SUB J : BARRE TO VISIT QUEBEC? 

1 . DURING RENE LEVESQUE'S MUCH VAUNTED VISIT TO FRANCE LAST 
YEAR, IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THERE WOULD HENCEFORTH BE AN ANNUAL 
EXCHANGE OF PRIME MINISTERIAL VISITS BETWEEN FRANCE AND QUEBEC 

(77 PARIS 32527). IT NOW APPEARS THAT PRIME MINISTER BARRE'S 

TRIP TO QUEBEC, WHICH HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR THIS FALL, HAS 

BEEN POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. THERE IS SOME SPECULATION HERE THAT, 

WITH THE STRONG POSSIBILITY OF CANADIAN GENERAL ELECTIONS IN 
NOVEMBER FOLLOWED BY THE LAUNCHING OF THE PRE-REFERENDUM CAMPAIGN 
IN QUEBEC SHORTLY THEREAFTER, FRANCE DOES NOT WISH TO BECOME 
EMBROILED ONCE AGAIN IN THE QUEBEC-OTTAWA DISPUTE. SOME COMMEN- 
TATORS ARE ALSO GUESSING THAT BARRE’S VISIT HAS BEEN PUT OFF 
BECAUSE OF AN IMPENDING MINISTERIAL SHAKEUP IN PARIS. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY PARIS' VIEWS ON THIS MATTER. 

MCNAMARA 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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